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Abstract

Cappadocia, like many other parts of the world, is loaded with
underground defense structures. The volcanic tuff, characteristic of the
region, is easyto carve through and covershundreds of square kilometers,
thus providing favorable conditions for numerous underground
defense structures. Consequently, almost every village in Cappadocia
boasts at least one or more rock-cut structures. Although some are
small and stand-alone structures, others constitute large and elaborate
underground cities, including hundreds of meters-long tunnels and
countless rooms. For more than seven years now, the OBRUK Cave
Research Group has carried out the Underground Structures Inventory
Project in Kayseri province. To date, 33 underground cities have been
systematically explored and surveyed. This article begins with an
introductory overview of the historical background and research of
underground cities in Cappadocia and continues with an account of
some of the most telling examples of these structures.
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